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Dear Mr Gray 
 
Chippenham Housing Infrastructure Fund Bid 
 
The Parish Council was disappointed to learn of the £75m Bid submitted by Wiltshire 
Council through local media before receiving any official communication from Wiltshire 
Council. While the proposed road and development does not actually pass through Calne 
Without Parish the impact of such a significant piece of infrastructure will be considerable. 
 
The Parish has an up to date joint Neighbourhood Plan with Calne Town on which the 
community spent a significant amount of time and effort and to find that this may be set 
aside without any consultation does irreparable damage to the confidence that the public 
has in our planning system and the democratic process. 
 
The Council is currently engaged in the preparation of a Transport Strategy for the Calne 
Area with Calne Town Council and Wiltshire Council. Significant funding to has been 
allocated to its completion and identification of projects, work which may in the light of the 
bid being successful be rendered unusable. 
 
Our neighbouring Parish of Bremhill, will be very seriously affected by these proposals and 
has no consultation from Wiltshire Council, which shows a lack of respect for the grass roots 
of democracy and the localism which is widely acclaimed as necessary by the government to 
understand the will of the people it represents. The proposal is at odds with the approved 
policies of both Wiltshire Council’s own Strategic Plan and that of the Bremhill 
Neighbourhood Plan and will have a detrimental impact on the character of the river valley, 
its floodplain and the physical separation that it provides between the settlements of 
Chippenham and Tytherton Lucas. 
 
I these times of international concern about climate change and with so many Council’s 
declaring a Climate Emergency it seems inconceivable that a project of this significance 
could be brought forward without the support and justification of the wider community that 
will be affected. There appears to have been no thought given to the consequences of such 

mailto:jamesgraymp@parliament.uk


 
 
 
 
a proposal on the wider area and that the solving of one problem has been planned without 
any thought to the resultant changes that will occur as a result of its implementation. 
 
The Parish Council asks that you lobby at the highest level to make sure that before any bid 
is approved that Wiltshire Council be asked to carryout full and meaningful consultation 
with the communities that will be affected by this new proposal. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ed Jones 
Chairman  
Calne Without Parish Council 
 
 
 


